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FORUM 
Belton's new ETJ to be less 

than two miles from Salado 

An Open Exchange of Ideas 

RIP. 

School vouchers to be hotly 

debated by Gore & Bush 

Our Voice 

T
he City of Belton is again on the 
prowl down 1-35, according to 
news reports early last week and 

confirmed by officials in the Belton City 
Hall on Friday. A plan to move the city 
limits south another mile through 
annexation of a 50 foot strip on each side 
of the interstate has been set in motion 
with public hearings slated for May 9 and 
23. 

Thi will bring the extra territorial 

jurisdiction of Belton to Amity Road 

which is a shade under two miles from 
what is generally con idered to be the 
north boundary of the Village of 
Salado. 

Belton's steady southward movement 
has now become more than su peel by 
those watching the strip annexation along 

both sides of 1-35. This being the second 
such move since last August, when 
Belton then annexed a mile long, 100 feet 
wide strip along the interstate to just 
north of the Lampasas River. 

Belton City Manager Jeff Holberg 
explained that the reason for the unusual 
annexation configuration is to allow his 
city to eventually provide water to areas 
on both sides of the interstate from the 
Belton City limits to Amity Road. 

It would appear at this stage of the race 
for the White House, that the leading 
topic of conversation between the two 
main contenders will be education with 
a capital "E"! 

This is a potentially high growth area 
running west of the Belton-Amity 
roadway to FM 1670 as well as a mile 

Editorial Opinion and a half east of the same t-3s divider.

Americans, according to recent poll 
results, list the need to improve our sys­
tem of education as a number one prior­
ity, so it is no surprise that the politicians 
are following suit. 

would allo w  parents throughout the • 
This entire area is part ofa "water

country to move their children from non- service pro icier" region now controlled 
performing schools to those with stricter by Belton. 
discipline, better teachers and a greater If Belton continues its southward 

Pumping federal dollars i nto the 
5chools to teach every youngster to read 
by the third grade is Governor George 
Bush's keystone building block and it is 
a good one, since knowing how to read 

is central to all other learning skills. 
Vice President Al Gore is all over the 

field with millions here and billions there, 

with special concentration on strength­
ening Head Start. This being one of the 
few federal education programs that re­
ally works. 

Another "hot educational topic" des­
tined for discussion is school vouchers. 
Bush favors them and Gore is opposed. 
So, let the debates begin! At least this is 
a subject of interest and certainly close 
to the hearts of parents, property taxpay­
ers and educators. 

School vouchers were theoretically 
designed to help inner-city kids reenroll 
in schools - either public or private - that 
provide less chaos and moreJearning op­
portunities. The e xpanded purpose 

chance for student success. 
Conservatives naturally favor such a 

plan for a variety of reasons including 
the heavy influence of the rtiricliiMI 
lition that strongly favors vouchers since 
these funds usually end up in church­
operated schools. 

Democrats who represent the vast ma­
jority of teacher unionists feel that any 
diversion of funds away from the public 
schools, such as vouchering, will hurt 
their constituents and damage the phi­
losophy of free public-supported educa­
tion for all, regardless of ability or class. 

Most objective observers of our 
nation's schools think the best route to 
take- if improving education in America 
is really what our political class is inter­
ested in doing - is to spend the neces­
sary money to attract outstanding people 
into the public education profession; pay 
them as well as we do engineers, law­
yers, doctors; give them a paperwork-free 
and safe environment in which to work 
and demand results. 

Then see if Johnny can read or not! 
---- K.C. 
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ould not be able to incorporare or do
much of anything else - without permis­
sion from the creeping Beltonites. 

Belton city officials were hazy about 
any future annexation down the interstate 
or anywhere else including Salado - at 
this time. They urged the village not to 
overlook the neighboring communities of 
Killeen-Harker Heights as well as 

Temple - both constantly on the move 
with an unquenchable thirst for new land 
and taxes. 

TIME TO REVISIT INCORPORATION? 
With Belton knocking on Salado's 

door the question has to be asked: "Is it 

time to take another look at incorpora­
tion as a protective shield against 
annexation"? 

Last time Saladoans voted on the 
matter of local government the plan went 
down in flames by a 5 to I margin. That 
was on May 4, 1996. T3JCes and person­
alities carried the day. 

With the rapid growth in Salado over 
the past four years, it might be that there 
are now enough folks to qualify for a 
town of four square miles rather than the 
two miles planned last time. 

This larger area would require a 
population of at least 2000 men, women 
and children to qualify but with an 
estimated 5000 in the school district - the 
numbers don't appear too daunting. 

This would give a potential City of 
Salado a larger tax base which in tum 
would spread out operational costs plus 
an ETJ of a half mile that could provide 
additional protection against incursions 
by other governmental entities. 

Nor should we forget the expanding 
sales t3JC revenue that could be gained to 
supplement property t3JCes. 

The only organization that encom­

passes the entire community is the 
Chamber of Commerce so it might be 
appropriate to ask this group to set up 
a meeting to see if there is interest in 

Off the 

Record 
by Ken Clapp 

Question before the house: 

.. ls It time to revisit the mat­

ter of Incorporation as a 

means of self protection In 

light of the rapidly 

approaching tentacles 

of the annexing Beltonltes?" 

revisiting the subject of incorporation 
in light of the most recent southward 
move by Belton. 

Hopefully the chamber is over the 
hurtful slings and arrows from those who 
resorted to anonymous letter writing and 
other forms of harassment that castigated 
those on the chamber board and the 
citizen steering committee who worked 
diligently to give villagers vast amounts 
of information to make an informed 
decision. 

We can only hope these unhappy folks 
will have learned that the ballot box is 
the place to make decisions and not 
through "poison pen" vitriol. 

At any rate - Belton is on the move 
and headed our way so this may be the 
time for villagers - new and old to step up 
and take another look at the matter of self 
protection through self government. 

PRESIDENT GRAMM? 
Senator Phil Gramm's lifelong dream 

of becoming president may come true 
thanks to a series of events that are 

United tates, but surprisingly enough 

- President of Texas A&M University!
We have all followed the tragic results 

of last November's Aggie bonfire that 
collapsed, killing 12 and injuring 27. 

A.& M. President Ray Bowen stated 
unequivocally at the start of the formal 
inquiry, that if poor leadership or lack of 
oversight by the administration emerge as 
the key reasons for the tragedy, he would 
resign. 

It is increasingly apparent, at this stage 
of the probe, that both oversight and 
leadership by University officials was 
singularly missing. 

University files have disclosed that for 
years there have been warnings of a 
possible disaster relating to the building 
of the revered traditional bonfire - all of 
which had been mostly ignored for fear 
of upsetting students and alumni. 

Rumor quickly spread that Senator 
Gramm would be the top choice to take 
President Bowen's job should there be a 
resignation over the bonfire misadven­
ture. 

Gramm was quick to deny that he had 
been contacted but the fact is, the current 
GOP senior senator is a former Aggie 
prof and has deep ties to the University. 

Governor Bush �ould easily sway his 
appointees on the University's Board to 
appoint Gramm thus leaving one of the 
sweetest of all appointments open - that 
of a U.S. Senator. 

Rumors like this, and more, will 
continue as long as the Prexy's job is in 
question. 

What should be hoped for is to find 
a way to continue the traditional 

bonfire but with greater supervision 

and control by the administration in 
concert with students and alumni. 

And for goodness sake - keep Presi­
dent Bowen at the helm of this great 
university! 

That's -30-
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St. Stephen 
Catholic 
Church 

A plact wbtrt ptoplt can 
Btliew, Btlong, and Btcomt! 

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

OFSALADO 

Main St. at the Creek 

SUNDAY 

Religious Education Class 
Grades K-12 

9:30 a.m. Sun. 
Mass 

5:30 p.m. - Saturday 
11 a.m. - Sunday 

•9:40 a.m. • Bible Stud y 
8:30 & 10:50 a.m. • Worship 

6:00 p.m. • Evening Worship 

601 FM 2268 

*6:45 p.m. • Di c iple hip Classes 

WEDNESDAY 

947-8037
www.vvm.com/-ststephn 

*6: IS p.m. • Prayer & Praise 
• Age Appropriale acllvilles tf classe

for children tf youlh 

SALADO UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Loving, Growing, Sharing 
A church family for all ages that 1s commited to

following Chnsrs example and canng for each other. ·• 
Sunday Morning Worship 8:00 
(8am .. rvlce Is 30 minutes) 9:00 

11:00 
Sunday Night Live 

Thomas Arnold Road and Church St. 
(254) 947-5482

The Salado Church of Christ 

Bible Clas • 9 am 
Worship & Kids Bible • 10 am. 

. . 

Evening Worship• 6 p.m. 

Dempsey Stripling, Minister 
<ht tp://wwwvvm.com/-snip2/saladoch.htm> 

IH-35 at Blacksmith Rd. 
947-5241

. :./. ' 

Grace Baptist Church 
John Warden Pastor 

2 mi. West of l-35 on 1670 _484 

WorshipSchedule 

Sunday School • 9:45a.m. 
Worship • 11 a.m. 

Bible Study • 6 p.m. 
Wednesday Praise & Prayer • 7:00 p.m. 

Presbyterian Church of 

10,00 a.m: s
!

!!Y��
O 

' 
Allen Meetmg Hall 

_. Pace Park Dr. behind The Inn at Salado 
8

18 

Marilyn Wedell-Legge, Minister, _. 

254-947-5210 • 254-947-8106

St. Joseph's Episcopal Chapel 

Invites you to 

Communion Services 

Tuesdays: 9:30 a.m. 
Saturdays: 5:00 p.m. 

Sundays: 10:00 a.m. 

Main St. at Salado Plaza Drive 
(Behind Fletcher's Books & Antiques) 

947-5414

Church News 

Presbyterians on the move 
The Presbyterian Church 

of Salado will be occupy­
ing recently purchased fa­
c1 lities in the near future. 
The property is located on 
West Salado Plaza Drive 
consists of a 6200 square 
foot stone and frame build­
ing and approximately two 
and one half acres of land. 
Initially, one half of the 
building will be utilized for 
a sanctuary, classrooms, 
fellowship hall, office space 
and kitchen facilities. The 
remaining one half of the 
building will be available 
for lease until such time as 

it is required for further ex­
pansion of the church. 

Architectural design for 
the building has been com­
pleted and it reflects an 
emphasis on openness, high 
natural wood ceilings and 
a massive window which 
faces East. The window 
will be of stained glass and 
designed by a local artist 
based on church members 
ideas and recommenda­
tions. Other design charac­
teristics reflect versatility of 
space and supports future 
expansion into total occu­
pancy of the building. 

When work on the build­
ing is completed the Salado 
and surrounding communi­
ties will be invited to cel­
ebrate with the church as it 
occupies its long awaited 
new property. 

Presently, The Presbyte­
rian Church of Salado meets 
in Allen Hall on Pace Park 
Drive. Sunday School be­
gins at 9 a.m. followed by 
church services at 10 a.m. 
Nursery facilities are pro­
vided and everyone is wel­
come to attend. The Rever­
end Marilyn Wendell­
Legge is the Pastor. 

Barry Marshall passes away in Gatesville 
Barry Marshall. 47. of 

Gatesville. died April I in a 
Gatesville hospital. 

Funeral services were 
held April 4 at the Gateway 
Baptist Church in Gatesville 
with the Rev. Royse 
Cockrell officiating. Inter­
ment followed at the 
Davidson Cemetery. 

He was born on July 17, 
1952 in Galesville to .K. 
and Cleo ars all. He 

uated from GatCS\;lle 
High chool in 1970 and 
later attended McLennan 
Community College in 
Waco. He entered into the 

and hi brother were cur­
rent!) operating. working 
mo tly in the Gatesville. 
Copperas Cove and Killeen 
area. He married Mary 
Wendeborn Wallace on 
Sept. 4, 1981. He served on 
the Electrical Board for the 
City of Copperas Cove. He 
was an active and devoted 
member of Gateway Bap­
tist Church and was well 

no for hi genero ity 
and love for helping people. 
He was noted as a walking 
encyclopedia, with his 
knowledge of trivia. He en­
joyed music and was an 

e Br" 

part1c1pated m fishing the 
Angler's Choice Team 
Tournaments. 

He is survived by his 
wife. Mary Marshall of 
Gatesville: son. Cody (Slim) 
Wallace of Gatesville; par­
ents, M.K. (Jiggs) and Cleo 
Marshall of Gatesville; sis­
ter, Mrs. Fred (Connie) 
Cummings of Lampasas; 
brother, Kelly Marshall of 
Gatesville; and numerous 
nieces and nephews. 

Memorials may be given 
to the Gateway Baptist 
Church Pallbearers were 
Juan Sanchez, Gene Riley, 
Ronnie Cole, Ben 
Brumbalow, Ron Grisby, 
Sam Morton, Tommy Al-

. 

Woody Money, Richard 
Sellers, Paul Stone and 
Wendell Bell. 

Arch McNamara dies at age 80 
Arch McNamara, 80, of 

Temple died March 30 at a 
Temple ursing Home. 

Sen· ere held pril 
3 in al do Cemetery with 
Dr. jerry Bawcom officiat­
ing. 

He was born Aug. 29, 
1919 in Palenas Orientes, 
Cuba on a sugar plantation 
to Ambrose and Imogene 
Gamel McNamara. He mar­
ried Dorothy Delaney in 
Laredo on Jan. 27, 1962. He 
was the great-grandson of 
Col. E.S.C. Robertson. 

founder of Salado. He 
served in the 5th Air Force 
in World War II in the 

outh Pacific. He Y.as an 
indepedent in urance bro­
ker for many years. He at­
tended the University of 
New Mexico, University of 
Miami and was a graduate 
of Southwestern University 
in Georgetown. He was a 
lifetime member of The 
Sons of Confederate Veter­
ans and a lifetime member 
of Disabled American Vet­
erans. He was a past-presi-

Start your day with 

Daily Devotion 

947-0972

They will give you strength for 1f
today and vision for tomorrow. -

Your neighbors, 
sponsored by 

The Salado United Methodist Church 

� @} Elegant gifts 
�-p\,__ e.: @} Irres,stable
�@": � \ children's wear 

@} Beautiful 
custom bedding 

@} Maternity fashions 
Creekside Center Main St. 947-0609 

dent of the Board of Trust­
ees of the Central Texas 
Area Museum. 

He is survived by his 
wife Doroth)' McNamara of 
Temple and step-sister, 
Daisy Dickson of Norfolk, 
VA. 

Memorials may be made 
to Central Texas Area Mu­
seum of Salado, One North 
Mam treet, Salado, TX 
76571 

Scanio-Harper Funeral 
Home was in charge of ar­
rangements. 

c-·see
FIRST CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH OF BELTON 

Join the

Lenten Journey 

Bible Study 
Wed. 7p.m. 

Thurs. 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School 
9:30 a.m. 

Sun. Morning Worship 
10:50 a.m.

Reverend Betty Curl 
Paster Ray Vinson 

Comer of Main & Water 
939-3483
































































