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Collapse kills 3 
OSHA investigates cause of construction collapse 
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By Tim Fleischer and 

Schuyler Rodocker 

Federal investigators 
with Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration 
(OSHA) have released no 
information from their 
probe into the cause of an 
Aug. 9 construction acci
dent at Sti I lhouse Lake 
claiming the lives of three 
Bell County men. 

The three men, James 
Bates, of Salado, James 
DePriest, of Belton and 
Crispin Rodriguez, of 
Temple, were pouring con
crete into large steel forms 
of a column 50 feet above 
the water when the structure 
collapsed and fell into the 
Lake. 

Search efforts by divers 
found the bodies of the 
three men in close proxim
ity to the collapsed column. 

Bell County Sheriffs 
Office responded to the 
emergency call at 8:45 a.m. 
Aug.9. 
The search began immedi
ately after the Bell County 
Sheriffs office responded 
to the emergency call at 
8:45 a.m. Aug. 9. Divers 
found the body of Crispin 
Rodriguez, age 64, of 
Temple, late in the evening 
Aug. 9. 

Specialty Dive, Inc. 
from New Orleans found 

The dive team found 
James Bates, age 26, of 
Salado, and James DePriest, 
age 38, of Belton, on Aug. 
11. 

Water jets pumped tons 
of the wet concrete out of 
the lake clearing the water 
for divers. 

After the bodies were 
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(photos by Tim Fleischer) 

Above are two different views of the construction site at 

Sti//house Lake where a column collapsed Aug. 9. 

discovered, the Sheriffs 
Department removed itself 
from the scene of the acci
dent, stating that this was 
not a criminal investi ation, 

tinue to limit access to the 
construction site at this 
time. 

Eyewitness account 
According to an eyewit

ness of the accident, the 
three workers were tied-to 
the top of the form. which 

measured IO foot in diam
eter, following OSHA stan
dards. 

"They had been pump
abo&lt two hows when 

C 

heard a popping sound, fol
lowed by a muffled metal
lic pinging noise. "About a 
second later, I looked up 
and saw the top of the cyl
inder teetering," he said. 

At that point, he heard a 
loud bang and "that's when 
I saw the bottom of the cyl-

inder blow out." 
After the men fell into 

the water, workers tried to 
find them, but the wet con
crete clouded the water. 

The accident and its af
termath, the eyewitness 
said, left him with a very 
helpless feeling. "Along the 
way, though, it taught me to 
stop to be thankful for the 
blessings I have." 

About the Project 
The column that col

lapsed was part of an intake 
structure for a major water 
project involving the Brazos 
River Authority and the 
Central Texas Water Sup
ply. MW Builders, Inc. is 
the contracting company for 
the construction above the 
waterline of the columns. 

The BRA project will de
liver up to 16 million gal
lons of raw water per day 
from Stillhouse Lake to re
plenish Georgetown Lake. 

When Lake Georgetown 
reaches a certain level, the 
water will begin pumping 
from Sti II house unti 1 it 
raises Georgetown back 
above the low level, accord
ing to sources at BRA. 

The intake structure will 
also give Salado Water Sup
ply Corporation access to 
the 1600-acre feet of surface 
water it owns in Stillhouse 
Lake. The surface water will 
be treated by Cenlra.l Texas 

Funeral services 
Funeral services were 

held for Bates and DePriest 
on Aug. 14. Rodriguez will 
be buried in Bellwood Me
morial Park following ser
vices at 2 p.m. Aug. 16 at 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Catholic Church in Temple. 
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Funeral services held for Jimmy Bates 
Funeral services for 

James "Jimmy" Bates, age 
26, of Salado, were held 
Aug. 14, 2000, at Sheffield 
Funeral Home in Temple. 
Rev. Todd Ousley 
officiated. Bates was buried 
in the North Belton 
Cemetery. 

Bates was born on Sep
tember 4, 1973 to Bobby 

Bates and Sue Thompson 
Bates in McKinney. He 
lived in Salado for two 
years. Bates attended 
Belton High School and 
graduated from Temple 
High School. He fonnerly 
lived at Lake Belton. 

He married Stacy 
Michelle Ellison April 19, 
1996 in Belton. 

He is survived by his 
wife, Stacy Michelle Bates, 
of Salado; his daughter, 
Allyson Brooke Bates, of 
Salado; his parents, Bobby 
and Sue Bates, of Salado; a 
sister, Paula DePriest, of 
Salado, and his grandpar
ents, B.J. and Faye 
Thomson, of Camp Wood. 

Benjamin Edward Sunshine born July 6 
Benjamin Edward Sun

shine was born 12:41 p.m. 
July 6 at Scott and White 
Hospital to Marie and Brian 
Sunshine of Salado. He 
weighed 8 lbs. 11 oz. and 
measured 20 l /2 inches 
long. 

He was was welcomed 
by his brother, Nathaniel, 2, 
and grandparents Beverly 
and Lawrence Sunshine of 
Denver, CO and Carelyn 
and Edward Carney of 
Girard, OH and great-

mom and Brian is the Di-grandmother Celia Sun
shine of Florida. rector of Compliance and SallieMae Servicing Corpo

Marie is a stay at home Guarantor Relations at ration. 

Note burning-ceremony conducted by Bishop Chamness 
Note burning 

The new United Meth
odist Bishop, Ben R. 
Chamness, of the Central 
Texas Conference will con
duct a Parsonage Note 
Burning Ceremony and 
speak at the 9 a.m. and 11 
a.m. worship services Dec.
3.

In 1998, the SUMC built 
a new parsonage at 5 14 
Rose Way in Victorian 
Oaks. 

On Nov. I ,  exactly two 
years later, the church is 
paying in full the remaining 
note on the Parsonage. 

According to Jim Hays, 
Chainnan of the Adminis
trative Board, "This is in
dicative of the spirit and 
commitment of this congre
gation. There is nothing this 
Church family cannot do." 

Bishop Chamness was 
elected to the Episcopacy 
July IO of this year. This is 
his first appointment as a 
Bishop and the Note Burn
ing Ceremony will be one 
of his first acts as a Bishop. 
The Trustees, under the 
Chair ofNonn Roden, will 
participate in the service 
with the Bishop. 

According to the pastor, 
Skip Blancett, "The Bishop 
coming this early in his ten
ure is a clear indication of 
how important the village of 
Salado and the Salado 
United Methodist Church 
are to the Methodist 
Church. Large churches, 
like First United Methodist, 
Fort Worth, usually get the 
first visit. We are very hon
ored that Bishop Chamness 
has given us priority in his 
schedule." 

Friends and neighbors of 
the SUMC are invited to 
celebrate with the church 
family in this important 
milestone. 

FunRaisers 
The SUMC FunRaisers, 

a group of people who en
joy retirement and fun, are 
off to Round Rock for shop
ping and lunch. The church 
van will leave the church at 
IO a.m. Aug. 17, and return 
at 3 p.m. the same day. 
Marjory Brashear, Chair of 
the FunRaisers and Coordi
nator of the Older Adult 
Ministries in the church, in
vites anyone in the commu
nity to go. For reservations, 
please call Marjory at 947-

5481. 
Engleking peaks 

to Women 
The Methodist Women 

will have as their guest 
speaker, Don Engleking of 
the Texas Drug Enforce
ment Agency, Austin, for 
their monthly meeting, 
Aug. 21. He ill be speak
ing on la go em g mi
nors and drinking. 

The Methodist Women 
meet at 7 p.m. in the fellow
ship ball of the church. 
They focus on local, state. 
national, and world mis
sions. Presently, they are 
working with the Salado 
schools in assisting teachers 
and students with various 
needs. Trenaise Engleking 
is president of the Method
ist Women. 

Moment in History 
Heritage Sunday for the 

Salado United Methodist 
Church is Sept. 24. In 
preparation for that day, the 
following "moment in the 
history of the Salado United 
Methodist Church" is writ
ten: 

"Figuring sometime in 
the history of the Salado 
United Methodist Congre-

gation is the name of James 
E. Ferguson, father of a
Texas Governor. The ser
vice record of Reverend
Ferguson reveals that he
served in the Texas Confer
ence from 1847 to /864. He
served in the Civil Ww at
Yictor.ia Slatio,, tlllll Port
Lawx:.aasaChap/aill III w
C ,r/1 Ole es 
Havingfamily in Salado, he 
MU ofo,n Q pal speaMr. 
Gwst spmurs llflltllly-. 
/n,a-ed twe>-ltot,r m.. 

In I • heretirf!d� 
where around Waco. How
ever, in the winter of 1875, 
a couple of his Salado 
friends got into a serious 
argument. These men were 
close to the point of draw
ing guns to settle the fight. 
In an effort to squelch the 
fracas, Rev. Ferguson rode 
to Salado during a blizzard 
in late November, 1875. It 
is not known whether he 
was successful in prevent
ing the gunfight. It is known 
that his ride caused him to 
contract pneumonia, from 
which he died in January, 
/876. 

Now Enrolling f�r Parents Day Out 

WHAT: Quality Christian based learning 

WHO: Children ages 3 thru 5 

WHEN: Tuesdays 9 a.m. ~.2:30 p.m. 

WHERE: Salado Church of Christ 
Youth Activity Center • Blacksmith Rd 

For more information or to register 
contact Beth Svadlenak at 657 -2536 or 
e-mail at bethsvadlenak@hotmail.com

or Dempsey Stripling at 947-5241 or 947-9175 
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FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
Salado Resident 
serving Salado 

Auto • Home • Life 
Retirement Plans 
Long Term Care 

• 
Temple 778--1741 
Killeen 690-7111 
Emal!: gtaylor481@aol.com Gary L. Taylor 

-

VISA 

Floral Arrangements 

Fresh • Silk • Dried -

Centerpieces • Special Occasion Baskets 

213 Mill Creek Dr. #160 

947-0222

S11111n1ers ;;llill 
Retreat & Co■fereace 

Ceater 

A BeauJifiil Country Setting/or 

your next..__ eeting. Banquet, 

Re.treat or Confere. -e 

RR#l • Bo 2744 (FM1123) • lton, TX 
(Oil Salado Cnet) 

254-939-61 • lS4- �· u 
E- a.ii� infic(ti;!SuJ111mcrsini11.com

Web Page: www.su.mmersmill.com 

Salado School Menus 

August 15 - 22
Breakfast Menu 

August 15: Scrambled Egg Casserole, English 
Muffin, Cereal, Pears, Fruit Juice, Milk 

August 16: Cinnamon Roll, Fresh Fruit, Cereal, 
Toast, Fruit Juice, Milk 

�ugust 17: Breakfast Pizza, Toast, Bananas, Cereal, 
Fruit Juice, Milk 

August 18: English Muffin, Sausage Link, Yogurt, 
Cereal, Pears, Toast, Fruit Juice, Milk 

August 21: Waffles, Sausage Patty, Cereal, 
Applesauce, Toast, Fruit Juice, Milk 

August 22: Scrambled Eggs, Bacon, Toast, Cereal, 
Applesauce, Fruit Juice, Milk 

Lunch Menu 

August 15: Steak Fingers, Chef Salado, Baked 
Potato, Hoagie, Tater Tots, Com, Toast, Pears, Milk 
August 16: Com Dogs, Chef Salad, Baked Potato, 

Hoagie, Frito Lay Chips, Pickle Spear, Green Salad, 
Applesauce, Milk 

August 17: p;zza, Chef Salad, Baked Potato, 
Hoagie, Green Beans, Green Salad, Breadstick, 

Mixed Fruit, Milk 
August 18: Cheeseburger, Chef Salad, Baked 

Potato, Hoagie, Burger Salad, Fries, Fruity Freeze, 
Milk 

August 21: Pork Fillet, Chef Salad, Baked Potato, 
Hoagie, Curly Fries, Com, Fruit Pie, Milk 

August 22: Enchiladas, Chef Salad, Baked Potato, 
Hoagie, Spanish Rice, Beans Charo, Cornbread, 

Peaches, Milk 

t,y Cenl,ovilion 
Ollll ff HRTIOI roa OIITUl nx1, 

771-1161 8 I. lelloa T••pl• 
Serving Solodo. Little River-Academy. Mcrgon's Point. · 

fi/'oooy. Aoge(s. Troy 
�------------------------------------ru- . 






























































